
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

FirstNet· 

October 20, 20 15 

EX PARTE LETTER 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street SW 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Implementing Public Safety Broadband Provisions of the Middle Class 
Tax Relief cmd Job Creation Act of2012, PS Docket No. 12-94; 

Implementing a Nationwide, Broadband, interoperable Public Safety 
Network in the 700 MHz Band; PS Docket No. 06-229; and Service Rules 
for the 698-7./6. 747- 762 and 777-792 MHz Bands , WT Docket No. 06-
150. 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The First Responder Network Authority ("FirstNet") submits the fo llowing information relevant 

to PS Docket No. 12-94, PS Docket No. 06-229, and WT Docket No. 06-150 as identified above. 

Specifically, FirstNct wishes to: 1) detail its efforts regarding the clearing of incumbent public 

safety communications systems operating in the 758-769/788-799 MHz spectrum band ("Band 

14") in advance of the deployment and operation of the first nationwide broadband public safety 

network ("'NPSBN"). and 2) request that the continuation of Federal Communications 

Commission ("Commission.,) licenses or other authorizations under Band 14 by any incumbent 

be conditioned upon the requirement that no operation on Band 14 be permitted without the 

express consent of FirstNet after July 3 1, 2017. 

Under the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 20 12, 1 FirstNet was tasked with 

ensuring the "establi shment of a nationwide, interoperable public safety broadband network" on 

Band 14. To help accomplish this, FirstNet was granted by the Commission, pursuant to the 

1 Pub. L. No. 112-96, Title VI, 126 Stat. 256 (codified at 4 7 U.S.C. §§ 140 I et seq.)( .. 20 12 Act''). 
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2012 Act, the exclusive license to use Band 14.2 In addition, the 2012 Act also prescribes certain 

actions that are to be taken by the Commission, including the requirement that "the Commiss ion 

shall take all actions necessary to facilitate the transition of existing public safety broadband 

spectrum to the First Responder Network Authority. "3 To that end, FirstNet and the Commission 

have been coordinating with respect to incumbent public safety operations on Band 14.
4 

Pursuant to the 2012 Act, the NPSBN will be deployed and operated in each U.S. state and 

territory, which will necessitate the relocation or termination of existing operations on Band 14. 

On August 17, 2015, FirstNet's Board approved its FY 2016 budget authorizing funds for a 

relocation assistance program and passed a resolution directing that FirstNet establish and 

implement a spectrum relocation assistance grant program. With the continued assistance of the 

Commission and the cooperation of Band 14 public safety incumbents, the relocation assistance 

grant program will allow Band 14 spectrum to be cleared for the deployment and operation of the 

NPSBN, while ensuring that the public safety entities operating communications systems on 

Band 14 have an appropriate lead time, as well as assistance funds, to faci litate the relocation of 

their public safety operations. 

The Federal Funding Opportunity related to the program is expected to be released in early 2016. 

For the public safety incumbents currently operating on Band 14, FirstNet anticipates that the 

progran1 will fund, among other possible relocation costs, necessary frequency coordination, 

technical assistance, and equipment retuning. The program performance period will likely 

extend through July 3 1, 2017, but FirstNet hopes that all of the Band 14 spectrum will be clear 

well prior to that date. 

In order to meet the requirements of the 2012 Act, and in preparation of the deployment and 

operation of the NPSBN, FirstNet requests that the continuation of Commission licenses or other 

authorizations under Band 14 by any incumbent be conditioned upon the requirement that no 

operation on Band 14 be permitted without the express consent of FirstNet after July 31, 2017.5 

FirstNet requests that the Commission take any other necessary action to ensure the cessation of 

operations on Band 14 in accordance with the conditions above. 

The actions of FirstNet and its Board demonstrate a dedication to protecting the narrowband 

public safety operations that currently ex ist in Band 14, while ensuring that Band 14 is cleared as 

2 See 47U.S.C.§ 1421(a). 
3 47 U.S.C. § 1421(c). 
4 There are a limited number of incumbent public safety entities operating communications systems in Band 14. See 
Implementing Public Safety Broadband Provisions ofthe Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of2012 et 
al. , PS Docket 12-94 et al., Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 28 FCC Red 27 15, 2720 if 16 (20 1 J)("Notice"). 
5 In addition or in the alternative to this request, we ask that the Commission consider conditioning any continued 
operation on Band 14 on the cessation of all operations on Band 14 within 90 days written notice to the Band 14 
incumbent(s) from FirstNet that deployment of the NPSBN is to begin in its State. 
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FirstNet and public safety require. Based upon thi s in fo rmation, and to enable FirstNet to timely 

meet its duties under the Act, FirstNet requests that the Commission take such action as is 

necessary to cease authorization of any operations in Band 14 other than those allowed under 

Firs tNet' s license as of July 31, 2017. 

FirstNet greatly appreciates the efforts of the Commission in supporting the establishment of the 

NPSBN and FirstNet looks forward to working with the Commission on this vital mission. 
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